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Welcome to Camp Internet
2007-2008

Teacher’s Name: __________________________

School Name: ___________________________________

Camp Email for Teacher1:

 ______________@ campinternet.net

Camp Email for Teacher 2:

 ______________@ campinternet.net

Camp Email for Student: ________________@ campinternet.net

 (additional student accounts are attached)

Camp Contacts :        

Web: http://www.campinternet.net

Email: camp@campinternet.net

Technical: help@rain.org

Phone: 1-800-889-2823

Mail: P.O. Box 325, Buellton, CA. 93427

     Let’s Turn Technology into Learning !

© 2006 Homeplanet, Inc.
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Camp Internet Teacher’s Workbook
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 Setting Up Your Own 

Camp Internet HomeSchool Outpost

Your base camp to online explorations

DISPLAY   Teachers select an area of their classroom Study Area to set 

up a Camp Internet display that draws student attention and interest to 

their regular Camp activities and special events. You can hang a Camp 

backpack, Passport cover, color web page print outs or student projects. 

Add photographs, calendars of events and class schedule – use your 

imagination! Your Camp Internet Outpost is a great tool to help students

understand the breadth of activities possible in Camp Internet learning 

expeditions.

Camp Outpost
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The components of a Camp Internet Classroom Outpost Base 

Camp are: 

Primary Web Sites:

Camp Internet:   http://www.campinternet.net

Student Web: http://www.rain.org/student-web-2006/

Teachers Web: http://www.rain.org/campinternet/keys/index.php

Science:

Astronomy: http://www.rain.org/campinternet/astronomy/

Meterology: http://www.rain.org/campinternet/meteorology/

GIS: http://www.rain.org/gis/

Ocean Studies: http://www.rain.org/ocean/

Mars Studies: http://www.rain.org/homeschool/mars/

Channel Islands: http://www.rain.org/campinternet/channelhistory/classes/science.html

BackCountry: http://www.rain.org/campinternet/backcountry/science/

Global Garden: http://www.rain.org/global-garden/science/

Southwest: http://www.rain.org/campinternet/southwest/classes/science.html

Literature:

Literature Class: http://www.rain.org/homeschool/art/

Channel Islands: http://www.rain.org/campinternet/channelhistory/classes/art.html

Native American: http://www.rain.org/campinternet/backcountry/humanities/

Southwest: http://www.rain.org/campinternet/southwest/classes/art.html

Storybooks: http://www.rain.org/campinternet/channelhistory/storybooks.html

Full Text: http://www.rain.org/homeschool/literature-full-text/

American: http://www.rain.org/campinternet/american-history/transcendentalism.html

History:

American History: http://www.campinternet.net/american-history/

Global-Garden History: http://www.rain.org/global-garden/history/

Channel Islands History – Native American Studies and Regional Studies: 

http://www.rain.org/campinternet/channelhistory/classes/history.html

Southwest – Native American, Settlement and Ancient History: 

http://www.rain.org/campinternet/southwest/classes/history.html

Special History Study: 

History of Surfing: http://www.rain.org/campinternet/channelhistory/surfing/
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Teacher’s Work Book – this is an important resource designed to allow you to refer to 

program guidelines, review what areas are available on Camp Internet and keep notes on 

user i.d.’s and passwords.  You will receive the Workbook by email and a printed copy by 

regular mail.

Computers – minimum requirement at least one online computer.

Student Field Notebooks – each student should have a Notebook designated for Camp 

Internet use.  The Notebook should allow for keeping a record of areas in Camp which are 

explored and what challenges, Field explorations or other activities take place in relation to 

each study unit.  For example, after spending time in the Global-Garden class, students 

should have a tabbed section in their Field Notebook which puts together resources having 

to do with gardening and agriculture studies.  After spending time in the Channel Islands 

Expedition students should have an area in their Field Notebook which has resources and 

notes about the Channel Islands which could be used for an Oral Report to the Family or for 

the preparation of an essay.  Science, American History and other special studies should 

also each have their own area in the Student Notebook

Camp Internet Student Web: 

                                            http://www.rain.org/student-web-2006

Teacher’s Web: 

                                           http://www.rain.org/campinternet/keys/index.php

GIS database & Maps – this is housed online at the Camp and each Outpost is invited to 

submit data to this collection – weather, types of trees, etc. -  that then will be complied 

and made visibly accessible on the main Internet map server. Watch the maps grow!

GIS Worksheets and Teacher Files:  

                     http://www.rain.org/campinternet/keys/gis-teachers-web-2001.html

GIS Classrooms: 

                     http://www.rain.org/gis/

GIS Maps:  

                     http://ims.rain.org/projects/warehouse/

Student Projects – student projects demonstrate online knowledge building.  Each part of 

Camp Internet you explore should have an end product which is a Student Project, either in 

the form of a Student essay, web site, demonstration or Oral Report.
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Student Projects     Walls and Counter tops can serve as display areas for 

student projects as the year unfolds. Hands-on learning – science, art, 

technology tools like a GPS – these all provide ample opportunities to bring 

online learning to life in unforgettable learning activities.

Student Project

COMPUTERS:  Computers provide the Gateway to Camp Internet 

for Parents and Students.  If your HomeSchool is working with a 

mix of computers, (student computers and parent computers), it 

is important to keep activities and areas of study coordinated. 

Keep a log of areas you study by making print-outs of main web 

pages and keeping a logbook of those print-outs.
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School Outpost

Art and Science Builds Literacy  Camp Internet combines a wealth of 

reading, history, science and art project challenges that help students 

visualize and experience great literature and fascinating science activities 

and knowledge. From John Muir’s wild ride in the tree tops, to Zorro walking 

the plank, from the real story of the Lone Woman of San Nicolas to the 

mysteries of Ancient Cliff Dwellers, Camp has an abundance of e-books and 

science online to spur literacy and artistic expression. Fill your walls with art 

and mail us your best works for the online gallery.

School Outpost Art Contest Winner
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GIS/GPS Fieldwork   -  one of the most exciting new Science projects you 

can undertake with your HomeSchool class is a GPS / GIS mapping project.  

The goal is to select something near home, like a grove of trees or a beach 

shoreline or a stream or river or lake.  The process begins by making a Class 

GIS worksheet that lists where you are going to observe and what  your goals 

are.  Then go you to the grove of trees, with small string to mark each tree, 

and take a GPS reading of each tree.  This will lead to a GIS map of the tree 

grove with data on the type of trees, the soil, the type of birds and other 

animals that use the tree grove. You can make a GPS / GIS mapping project 

using your home garden.  We have done that in order to track seeds, plants, 

harves and other garden information.  

School GPS field work
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Camp Internet Family Nights   We encourage families to schedule one night a month when 

Parents can visit the classroom and take a look at what has been explored that on Camp 

Internet.  Many of the special studies, such as the Atlantis Studies, the Linux Course and the 

Game Design course will be as interesting to Parents as they are to Students.  Use the 

Family Nights to get everyone into dialog about what is being explored.  Keep notes and 

add your Family Night Field Diary to your Camp Internet Field Notes.

Computer Mentoring  Some of our Schools invite older students in the family to help guide 

younger students through their online learning activities. These Student Trail-Guides

provide 1 or 2 hours help at home. Younger Students enjoy having their older Brother or 

Sister serve as a Student Trail Guide, helping with their online exploration and projects, and 

the Student Trail-Guides learn more about Camp and help their parents go further into 

Camp Internet’s online resources.

Local Family Field Trips   Every class is encouraged to schedule a  day to go on a local field 

trip to a park or museum, in ways that will relate to units being explored on Camp Internet.  

This Field Trips to parks or natural history museums can then be added as photographs and 

Field Notes to your Camp Intenet Field Notebook   Remember than in your second your of 

Camp Internet your Field Notebook will be an invaluable resource.  The Field Notebook from 

Camp during the school year can also be used during the Summer to record and manage 

special projects, especially if your HomeSchool is taking part in the Global-Garden Project 

and has a home garden.
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Field Trips    Your Community is a rich source of science and history 

studies.  Field Trips to local parks, beach shorelines, mountains, as well as 

Field Trips into  your Garden or a nearby grove of trees, can provide ideal 

settings for GPS mapping and data gathering projects as well as for 

Environmental, Coastal and Water studies.  If you plan a vacation during the 

summer take a GPS unit along and gather general data on each place you 

visit.  When you get home you can guild a database and simple GIS map of 

your summer explorations.

  Exploring Yosemite

Camp Internet Classes have Explored and Reported Back on:  Yosemite, Indian Canyons, 

Catalina Island, Joshua Trees National Park, Anacapa Island in California; Walnut Canyon, 

Petrified Forest, Sunset Crater and Wupatki, Saquaro National Forest, or the Grand Canyon in 

Arizona; Bandelier National Monument, Petroglyph Monument, Rio Grande or Taos Pueblos 

in New Mexico; Dinosaur Journey, Crow Canyon, Colorado National Monument in Colorado; 

Arches, Natural Bridges, Bryce, or Zion Parks and monuments in Utah.  Add Your Report to 

the group.
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 Floating Oceanography Lab

2. Putting Camp Internet to Work in the Classroom

Camp Internet gives your class three core steps for technology-facilitated learning.

Students can work at any level you designate, at their own pace, or as a group. We call this 

FULL CIRCLE LEARNING – online resources > real world activities > student publishing 

(online / report / oral) that ties the online learning and real world activities together to 

share responsibly with others.

FULL CIRCLE ™ LEARNING

�x STEP ONE– Learn to Access Online Multi-Media INFORMATION and Data  using 

the core introductory Camp Internet online resource materials. This begins the 

exploration of online distance learning for Home Schools .

�x LEVEL TWO  - Interact with the Information / Data to Turn Information into 

KNOWLEDGE by launching hands-on or research projects that use the Camp’s in-

depth source materials for independent reading and research assignments. Students 

will often go out into the ‘real’ world to gather data or images, and will participate in 

research projects such as recording oak trees and building a gis map of the trees or 

recording animals in their region for mapping, activities that put their new knowledge 

to a test. These are fun distance learning innovations.

�x LEVEL THREE – Use New Knowledge as Basis to SHARE Original Works as 

challenges to develop student data sharing projects that will be published – in a Field 

Report, as a Web Site, or in the GIS Mapping Center. They get to CONTRIBUTE to Camp 

Internet, not just passively read from our library!
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AS you explore and decide how best to apply the Camp resources to your class we will 

always be available to help.  Based on best practices shared by Camp alumni, we offer the 

following implementation suggestions.

�� LEVEL ONE –Explore the Online Resources and Learn to Use the Web 

as an INFORMATION-rich Learning Environment         

Set aside one hour, once a day to go over new materials on the Camp Web.  Discuss the 

materials you find and have students take an active part in the discussion. The best way to 

integrate technology into the classroom is to combine it with study content you are already 

working with. You can thereby cover two subject areas simultaneously – technology literacy 

and  your content selection (science, history, reading, etc.). Try to follow a regular pattern

every week as far as when you schedule to go online as a Home School Class, when you 

assign individual student research on the Camp web site as well as when you have students 

present reports on their study.

�� LEVEL TWO –  Learning Activities that Turn Information into 

KNOWLEDGE   

PROJECTS Each study unit in Camp Internet is designed to facilitate Student Projects.  

Application of Science, Literature, History or special study units to the creation of Science 

Fair displays and weekly reports is important to ensure that both student and parent are 

experiencing the use of technology as a Full-Circle of accessing information, exploring and 

understanding information and then applying that new understanding or new knowledge.

�� LEVEL THREE – Become ‘Information Providers’ by learning to design, 

write, illustrate, and SHARE learning projects that can be published online .        

At this higher level, students will learn to use online resources to develop a special project 

that will be published online in the Field Report Center combining text, images and source 

material links, or in the GIS Center where simple data collections will be joined together to 

form fascinating maps as data visualization tools.

FIELD REPORTS are online postings that require advance preparation. Students will be given 

an assigned theme or topic by their teacher, will write a minimum of 150 words in a word 

document, will select an image from online sources that each have their own individual URL 

/ web address, and will select at least 3 Camp or other URLs to record as their source 

material locations. When this document is completed, it will include the body of their field 

report, at least one photo no larger than 3x4” when viewed online, and will include the 3 

link references in a foot note. This entire document will then be cut and pasted into the 
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Field Report Center online and will become a shared document featured in the classroom’s 

themed Field Report available online during the live posting session, and afterwards in the 

Camp archives. 
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3. How to Use the Camp Internet Online Resources

Briefings

Each Monday morning the Camp wide weekly briefing goes out to the group listserv. You 

will receive this in the email box you have chosen to have this mail sent to, including a 

campinternet.net mail box that will hold all messages sent to you for reference. Please print 

this out and add it to you binder for reference later, or, use the listserv archive where they 

are collected online. These weekly briefings highlight class activities, update you on teacher 

training, and provide advance notice of special projects, guest, contests and Camp events. If 

you have misplaced a briefing with a project detail you need, go back into the archive to 

locate any past postings. Try to read the briefing by every Monday evening to be prepared 

for the week’s special activities.

Teacher’s Web Site

This private teachers-only area is your true online BASE CAMP and is accessed from the 

front of the main Camp portal. Here you will find out how to contact one another, how to 

access documents you need – passports, passport keys, family night invitations, parent 

letters, field report templates and more. Your online Teacher Training will take place in a 

Teacher’s Chat Room accessed from the private teachers-only web site.

Passports

Your Workbook binder contains a master Passport for your class. You will find the online 

master for your Passport in the Teacher’s Web where you can print it out in full for each 

student, or modify it to meet your needs. Passports are 12-16 pages and should be stapled 

in the upper left corner. Stickers are provided for the full passport for up to 35 students. 

Also in the Teacher’s Web are the private passport keys that are for teacher use only as they 

provide answers to all Passport questions. If students re stumped on answers, please ask 

them to first use the SEARCH engine on camp Internet to try to locate their answer. If that 

fails, you can either direct them to write to camp@rain.org  for help, or provide them with 

the answer verbally from the key.

Students love a challenge, and the Passports are a very popular, memorable learning tool. 

This hands-on tool is portable and a favorite way to share progress at home with family. If 

you are teaching more than one student class of 35, you can arrange for additional Passport 

folios.
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Student Center

The Student Center provides a web hub site that is constantly refreshed with new 

information for students.  Be sure to check in at least once a week.

Subject Tracks

Each subject track has its own unique graphic environment and resources organized on a 

unified theme, but you are welcome to use resources from any track to help your students 

learn. 

Each track can contain multiple subjects including:

History, Science, Social Studies, Literature, Math, Ecology, Art, Music, and Current Events

Each track can contain a variety of learning activities:

Introductory reading units

In-depth reading units

Special project directions

Guest Trail Guides

Interactive quizzes

Report response forms

Creative writing assignments

Journalism assignments

Science and math projects

Field studies

GIS applications

Weather tracking

Garden and Agriculture Applications

Science hands-on 

Level One Activities – gathering INFORMATION - the basic level of Camp use is to read the 

introductory units to each section and follow the themed sections to gain an overview of the 

inter-related concepts and themes provided in all subjects.

Level Two Activities – Turning Information into KNOWLEDGE - these challenge the students 

to dig deeper – use more resources to prepare reports, class presentations, science exhibits, 

or group projects. In addition, Level Two provides opportunities for interactive online 

learning with guest Trail Guides, during online quizzes, or during online debates and 

challenges.
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Level Three Activities  involve students in SHARING their knowledge as a means to teach 

communication skills and aid in knowledge retention. We will explore the use of Field 

Reports, Art, GIS mapping and student video at this level.

Balancing Multi-Subject Activities    There are science, history, reading, and math activities 

nearly every week. Use the Lesson Plan worksheet and online tools to decide what subject 

work for you – and when. You are not required to stay exactly on any schedule.
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5. CAMP INTERNET   Glossary of Terms

Weekly Briefings

Every week Camp will send out a Camp-wide Briefing to help teachers orient themselves 

and their students on the current activities and one-time only live online events. Look for 

these each Monday pertaining to activities Tues-Fri. In addition to the general overview 

briefing, most weeks also see a track-specific briefing go out with more detailed 

information on activities pertaining to your track. Be sure you are signed up to receive the 

list serve camp03-teachers-l general mail and one of camp03-isl-l, camp03-bc-l, camp03-

sw-l, camp03-gis-l, camp03-ap-l, camp03-homeschool-l, or camp03-gg-l listserv at the 

email account/s you find most easy to manage when back in the classroom and/or at home. 

Portal and Trail Heads

The Camp Internet portal is the main page at www.campinternet.net. From there you can 

access specific subject tracks, or use general resources. Trail Heads are where your students 

will begin explorations in their chosen subject track. This is the project center that orients 

them each time the come online. The main body features new and special features. The left 

side bar features resources arranged by subject - history/social studies, art/literature. 

Science, and GIS resources. You can also use any other Trail Head anytime. Across the top 

of the Trail Head are options to view your current calendar, track briefing, and to access an 

archive of learning activities that you can assign students to work on anytime for class or 

homework.

Field Reports

On a seasonal cycle, we will ask your class to do at least one preliminary Field Report using 

creative writings or reports on projects in their classroom work or immediate neighborhood. 

We also encourage field reports as a follow-up to field trips to make those educational 

experiences more lasting. You will then schedule a day and time to come into the Field 

Report Center to post their findings online for one another to read and learn from during a 

live interactive Field Report. Whenever possible, use a local digital camera to create a gallery 

of images in your Camp Outpost web directory that the students can select from, that are 

sized appropriately, and that serve as their image library. 
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GIS

GIS stands for Geographic Information System. GIS is a computer-based mapping system 

that uses geographic locations as a basis for collecting and posting data about that location. 

Camp Internet is building multi-campus maps to demonstrate data collection on a broad 

regional basis and your school will be asked to submit data to this project. At the local level, 

a GIS school map could track all of the trees in your neighborhood or on the school 

grounds. It could map out the number of online computers in your school district. It could 

map out how many students are in the camp program, at which schools in your region, and 

what they are studying. As a map-user, you will be able to see this data, not in text format 

alone, but as an image on a map. This is called data visualization. Instead of reading spread 

sheet that shows which school have how many online computers, you will be able to read a 

map that shows you where the schools are in relation to one another that have online 

computers, and you will be able to read how many computers each school has online. You 

may be able to click on color icons at each school site and then learn how many computers 

there are per student, whether they are PCs or Macs, etc. This tool is revolutionizing how we 

gather and share information, and is a very important feature of the 21 st century learning 

environment.

Teacher’s Base Camp

Your Teacher’s Base Camp is your home base. As a Camp Outpost Leader, you will be 

provided with tools to help you integrate technology into your classroom. These tools will 

live inside the password-protected Teachers Base Camp that is not accessible to your 

students. Your calendar, special activity suggestions, weekly briefings, answers to the Camp 

Passport questions, and Camp support materials lives here. Please visit it weekly to keep in 

touch. Many teachers visit the Base Camp first thing Monday morning to get an overview of 

the week ahead, some check in over the week end form their home computer, and others 

are planning out activities weeks in advance via the calendar.

Email

Each Camp Internet account comes with a log-in and password for Camp.  That same log-in 

/ user i.d. and password give you access to Camp Internet’s National Internet service with 

over 2,500 local numbers throughout the U.S.  You can use your Camp login and password 

as an Internet access account as well as a Camp Account with up to 5 family members 

allowed to have individual accounts.
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NOTES:


