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State of the Seas at the California Channel Islands 
 
T w o local m arine experts, G ary D avis, retired N ational Park Service Chief Scientist for O cean Program s, and 
D r. Satie Airam é, U niversity of California, Santa B arbara (U CSB ) M arine B iologist, w ill discuss the state of the 
seas at the Channel Islands during the April “F rom  Shore to Sea” lectures.  
 
D avis w ill discuss how  the changes in the oceans over the past four decades have affected our understanding 
and m anagem ent of m arine resources. H e w ill explain how  research and m onitoring have been used to 
m easure the health and function of our ocean environm ent and to indicate stresses on individual species. D avis 
w ill describe how  this understanding stim ulated an effort to preserve our rich coastal resources w ith the 
establishm ent in 2002 of a netw ork of 10 m arine reserves and tw o conservation areas w ithin state w aters that 
surround the park and sanctuary. 
 
Airam é w ill review  the first five years of m onitoring of these m arine reserves and show  how  parts of the 
ecosystem  have already benefited from  protection. She w ill review  how  scientists have observed that harvested 
species have higher densities and bigger fish in m arine reserves than in the surrounding w aters. Airam é w ill 
also discuss som e surprising findings regarding changes in  som e California fisheries and how  further research 
and m ore tim e is needed to fully assess the value of M arine Protected Areas (M PAs). 
 
Since 2002 Airam é has served as the M arine Policy Coordinator for the Partnership for Interdisciplinary 
Studies of Coastal O ceans (PISCO ) at U CSB . She shares research gathered by PISCO  scientists to support 
science-based policy and m anagem ent. F rom  1999 to 2004 Airam é w as a scientific advisor for Channel Islands 
N ational M arine Sanctuary, w here she coordinated a team  of scientists involved in the design of the Channel 
Islands M PAs. 
 
D avis recently retired after forty-plus years w ith the N ational Park Service, including assignm ents at L assen 
V olcanic, E verglades, D ry T ortugas, V irgin Islands, and Channel Islands N ational Parks. H e is a Certified 
F isheries Scientist w ith B S and M S degrees in  biology from  San D iego State College. In 2004 D avis received the 
Am erican F isheries Society W illiam  E . R icker R esource Conservation Aw ard for substantial career 
accom plishm ents in  the conservation of aquatic resources. 
 
T he “F rom  Shore to Sea” lecture series, an effort to further the understanding of research on the Channel 
Islands and surrounding w aters, is jointly sponsored by Channel Islands N ational Park and Channel Islands 
N ational M arine Sanctuary w ith generous support from  the Santa B arbara M aritim e M useum . T he lectures 
occur at 7:00 p.m . on T uesday, April 8, 2008, at the Santa B arbara M aritim e M useum  at 113 H arbor W ay in 
Santa B arbara H arbor and W ednesday, April 9, 2008, at the Channel Islands N ational Park R obert J. 
L agom arsino V isitor Center located at 1901 Spinnaker D rive in the V entura H arbor. T he program s are free 
and open to the public. 
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