WW, CX 1/24/09  - 1000-1430


It was an improbably day to even be leaving port, the weather was looking ominous, with billowing clouds, rain squalls and a passenger roster just into double digits (10). But leave we did, with Captain Matt at the helm and Capt. Dave and Dennis rounding out the crew and our small, but enthusiastic group of passengers.  Fellow Naturalist Shirley Johnson and I gave the passengers a short briefing in the main salon and we ventured forth! A large ground swell was running, but because the period was so long, (16 sec.) (trough to trough) and the wind chop was minimal we had a fairly smooth ride and no one suffered any ill effects.  Our destination, the Gap between SRI & SCI, however before we arrived there we stopped mid-Channel, to witnesses the first of three Dd’s sightings for the day. The first group was moving as slow as I ever seen them move, yet still porpoising.  Subsequent groups were moving faster, some leaping out of water, landing on their sides, while others rode the bow wave. Once we reached the northern entrance to the gap, no blows were evident, so we pushed on further West beyond Lobo Canyon on SRI, close to Rodes Reef, which had three or four lines of 5-6’ breakers.  Still seeing no spouts we did a 180-degree turn and headed back east, giving Carrington Point (Beacon Reef) a wide berth and back into the gap. Here we traveled Southeast, through the entire SC Passage out into the open ocean, on the south side of the Gap. East Point (SRI) was on our right (3 o’clock) and Gull Island, off SCI (1 mile away) on our left (9 o’clock) and still not a trace of cetaceans or anything else, other than some of the previously cited birds. On three occasions we did see small Ocean Sun Fish (Mola Mola) but other than Seal Lions, (thermo-regulating and one eating a Mola Mola) we’d seen nothing for two hours, since our first sighting of Dd’s. As skipper Matt turned NNW to do the Island portion of the trip, just behind us (at 5 o’clock) out about ¾ of a mile, first one blow, than another. As soon as we began tracking the pair, a third appeared and presto, we’re watching a mating pod.  I might add, the very patient passengers were much elated and further rewarded when two additional Gray’s were spotted closer to SCI. All five were moving SE and about to turn due East toward Gull Island. We spent thirty minutes with these five when we noticed off to the south three to four more Grays had come down the backside of SRI, heading east. Because time was running short (1330) we had to leave the five we were observing. The combination of their surface time, dive pattern, # of blows and fluking were choreographed to script! Everyone had many good views and after seeing another groups of Common’s (200) we picked-up the pace, heading NNW, hugging the Western Shore of SCI, enroute to Painted Cave. Unfortunately there was too much swell to enter the cave, so it was back across the Channel to SB.  Beautiful day, great cloud viewing and in some places SCI reminded me of approaching Maui, with clouds shrouding the peaks and all the vegetation turning green.   John Kuizenga 

