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1 July 2009 

The HonorableGary Locke 
SecretaryofCommerce 
Office of the Secretary of Commerce 
1401 ConstitutionAve., NW 
Room 5516 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Please accept my sincere thanks and appreciationfor your leadership role in the Ocean for 
Life program. As Commanderof U.S. Central Command, I strongly support programs such as 
Ocean for Life (OFL). OFL represents a tremendousopportunity for the Departmentof 
Commerce,National Oceanic and AtmosphericAdministration(NOAA), the Near East South 
Asia Center for Strategic Studies (NESA), U.S. State Department, academia, and other agencies 
to lead an effective whole of governmentapproach to improve long-term relationshipsand 
consistentengagement among broad populations,particularly youth, in the U.S., Western, and 
Muslim world through science education. 

Our efforts to combat violent extremismand proinote mutual understandingbetweenthe 
peoples of the United States and the Central Region absolutely require the type of whole of 
governmentapproach that OFL offers. Coordinationamong lead agencies in the U.S. 
Governmentis essential to successfullyengage the states and peoples of the region to further our 
common goals. 

Again, let me extend my sincere thanks along with the men and women servingat U.S. 
Central Commandfor your leadership in the Ocean for Life program. I look forward to 
continuedcooperation in the future. 

Sincerely, 

JL!Hd= 
DAVID H. PETRAEUS 
General, U.S. Army 

cc: 
Dr. Jane Lubchenco,Ph.D., Under Secretary of Commerce, NOAA Administrator 
Mr. Daniel J. Basta, Director, NOAA Office ofNational Marine Sanctuaries 
Ms. Nancy H. Sutley, Chair, White House Council on Environmental Quality 
Mr. Michael I. Weiss, White House Council on EnvironmentalQuality 


